


Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Prees Parish Council held on 18 May 2026 in Prees Village Hall at 7.15pm.
Present: Cllrs Mrs S Short, Mrs J Catterall, Mrs L Baer, Mrs A Allen, Ms N Young, Mrs J Platt, Mrs B Finch, J Allen, D Pritchard, Dr J Redgate, T Nield and M Myles-Hook. The clerk Mrs K Sieloff and one Member of the Public were also present.
064/26  Election of Chair.
Cllr Mrs S Short asked if there were any nominations for Chair.  Cllr D Pritchard proposed that she Mrs Short should be re-elected and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs B Finch.  All were in favour.  Cllr Mrs Short signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office which was also signed by the clerk.
065/26  Election of Vice-Chair.
Cllr Mrs Short asked if there were any nominations for Vice-Chair.  She advised that Cllr Mrs J Catterall (who had told the clerk that due to work commitments she would miss the beginning of the Meeting) had indicated to her that she would be happy to continue as Vice-Chair if the PC wished her to.  Cllr Mrs J Platt proposed that Cllr Mrs Catterall should be re-elected as Vice-Chair and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs B Finch.  All were in favour.  On her arrival a few minutes later Cllr Mrs Catterall signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office which was also signed by the clerk.
066/26  Apologies
Received from Cllr Mrs S Jones.
067/26  Open Session for Members of the Public to address the Parish Council.
There were no contributions.
068/26  For members to disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests in items on the Agenda.  There were none.
069/26  Minutes of previous meeting held on Monday April 20th.  These had been circulated previously and were agreed to be a true record.  Cllr Mrs L Baer proposed that they should be signed and this was seconded by  Cllr Mrs A Allen.  All were in favour and the Minutes were signed.
070/26  Appointment of representatives to outside bodies.
Prees Village Hall (mgt committee) currently Cllr Dr J Redgate.
Higher Heath Village Hall currently Cllrs Mrs J Catterall and Mrs A    Allen.  
Prees Cricket & Rec. Club currently Cllr Mrs J Catterall
Prees Parochial/ Elizabeth Barbour Charities currently Cllr J Allen     
PC Representative at meetings of North Shropshire Area Committee/SALC currently Cllr Mrs J Catterall and Cllr Mrs J Platt.
RAF Shawbury Liaison Group currently Cllr Mrs S Short 
The PC was content with the existing provision, except that as Cllr Mrs Catterall  has joined the SALC committee, she was replaced as the PC’s representative at SALC meetings by Cllr Ms N Young who will join Cllr Mrs Platt in the role.  This was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Platt and seconded by Cllr Mrs B Finch.  All were in favour.    
071/26  Review of Policies etc
The Complaints Policy and Code of Conduct had been reviewed by pairs of cllrs and were agreed to be fit for purpose for another year.  The Social Media Policy and the Risk Assessment had also recently been reviewed and approved.  Revision of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations to be carried forward to next meeting.
Provision of Bank Signatories (currently Cllrs Mrs S Short, Mrs J Catterall and   J Allen) was agreed to be sufficient and those involved were happy to continue. 
The clerk’s appraisal panel is comprised of Cllrs J Allen and D Pritchard, both of whom were happy to continue in the role. 
072/26 The clerk provided a schedule of meetings for the year June 2026 to May 2027.  These were all for the third Monday of the month.
073/26  Annual insurance renewal due June 1 2026.  This matter had been discussed at the previous meeting and the PC had resolved to enter into a three year contract.  Payment for the year to June 1 2027 was on the Accounts for Payment for authorisation later on the Agenda.
074/26  Shropshire Council Report.
This had been circulated previously to all Parish Cllrs and was available in its entirety on the PC website.  In brief his report included the following points:
· The current disruption to the service emptying litter and dog-poo bins was expected to be remedied by June 1 2026 when normal service was expected to resume.
· Tanya Miles has been promoted to the role of Chief Executive at SC.
· Housing at SC is undergoing a process of comprehensive scrutiny and review.
· SC Finances are being reviewed on a monthly basis.
· Devolution of the provision of some services is already happening in towns such as Shrewsbury, Ludlow and Oswestry. Currently too early to review the outcomes.
075/26  Community Policing.  
The clerk had not received an On the Beat for circulation this month, but she reminded the cllrs that they had been sent a link to the on-line Neighbourhood Matters.
076/26  Planning Matters.
Current planning applications for consultation.
26/01520/FUL: Replacement agricultural building for housing livestock. Lily Court, Lighteach Road, Prees, Whitchurch,  Shropshire.  Applicant: Mr Tim Towers
The PC resolved to support this Application.  This was proposed by Cllr J Allen and seconded by Cllr Mrs L Baer.  All were in favour.
Planning decisions received from Shropshire Council:
26/01154/VAR: Address:  Amadeus House , 1 Sylvan Close, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2TB.  Proposal:  Variation of Condition No. 2 attached to permission 25/03288/FUL dated 27 January 2026.  Decision:  Grant Permission.
078/26  Parish and Parish Council Matters.
Concerns about dog excrement at Higher Heath playground and playing-field.
The clerk confirmed that the Village Hall at Higher Heath has been booked for a public meeting on Friday 29 May at 6.30pm.  The Chair confirmed that the meeting is intended as an opportunity for parishioners to express their views.  All the information gathered will be brought to the next PC meeting for the PC to consider before it makes a decision on action to be implemented.  Cllr Mrs J Platt commented that a Police Surgery will be running concurrently in the car park of the HH Village Hall.
Update on War Memorial parking.
Cllr Mrs S Short reported that the solicitor she has consulted advises that the PC limits the discussion to one aiming to refine control of the parking in the area, rather than including other issues such as maintenance. His view is that as the group of residents has co-operated on maintenance issues in the past, that can be taken as read. Any formal contract would cost a huge amount of money.  Currently advice is being sought on the simplest solution to the essential problem which is the hazardous parking. 
Funding request from local Royal British Legion.
Prees & Hodnet District branch of RBL requests funding of £70.00 for seasonal planting at War Memorial.
The clerk reminded the meeting that the War Memorial is the property of the Parish Council and that the local RBL branch maintains it.  There is a budget item for it.  Cllr Ms N Young proposed that the funding should be forthcoming and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs J Platt.  All were in favour.  Clerk to ask Mrs Sally Pearson to present her receipts to the PC for reimbursement.
Environmental Maintenance Grant 2026/27. 
The PC noted the availability of this grant but is not intending to apply in this round.
079/26  SALC: Nothing currently to report.
080/26  Accounting matters
The following list of Accounts for Payment May 2026 had been previously circulated.  It was proposed by Cllr Mrs B Finch that they should be paid and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs L Baer.  All were in favour.
                                                                                                                         £
K D Sieloff clerk’s salary May 2026                                                                  506.49
HMRC PAYE                                                                                                     126.60                                                                                 
KD Sieloff clerk’s expenditure (15.4.26-11.5.26)                                              187.46                                             
Pimlotts Ground Maintenance Ltd: (Lengthsman April )                                   320.00                                                                           
Pimlotts Ground Maintenance Ltd (playgrounds maintenance)                         212.00
SALC (training 14.4.25 : Cllr Mrs J Platt)                                                           45.00
NALC (training 13.5.26: Cllr Ms N Young )                                                       42.00
Highline Electrical Ltd (repairs to streetlamp)                                                   498.00
Zurich Municipal                                                                                              1520.96
                                                                                                      Total         £3,458.51  
Additional invoices for payment  
Sovereign Design Play Systems Ltd (Higher Heath)                                         478.80 
Sovereign Design Play Systems Ltd (Brades Road, Prees)                                478.80
                                                           Grand total                                           £4,416.11                                                                                                                                           

Clerk’s expenditure 15.4.26-11.5.26
BT line rental contribution May 2026: £ 12.50. 
Stamps:4 x second class stamps @ 87p = £3.48
Trip to noticeboards for April Agenda: 8 miles @ 45ppm = £3.60.
Annual subscription to Zoom: £167.88.
Total=£187.46
081/26   Housekeeping.  
Cllr J Allen reported that he had received complaints that loose roofing sheets at Lilac House Farm (currently unoccupied) on the A49 opposite Holly Farm Nursery were causing a noise nuisance on windy days and also posing a potential safety hazard.  Clerk to address.
082/26  Facebook.  Concerns about dog excrement featuring.
083/26   Correspondence.
Email received from a resident in central Prees complaining of tractors going through the village noisily late in the evening.  Clerk to ascertain more detail and bring to next meeting.
084/26  Items for next Agenda.
Local Royal British Legion branch requests repair to the wall around the War Memorial in Prees.

The Meeting was closed at 8.05pm.




Signed………………………………………………..   Date…………………………………
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